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“The images in this beautiful book seem to almost shim-

mer on the pages—vibrant, arresting, exotic, each one 

is a reminder of the extraordinary photographic talent 

of Paul Chesley.” 

                    —Maura Mulvihill, 

                                 Senior Vice President, 

                                 National Geographic Society 

Paul Chesley: A Photographic Voyage is a collection 

of extraordinary images from the 40-year career of  

National Geographic photographer Paul Chesley. The 

lavish volume—the first retrospective of Chesley’s 

work—features almost 300 photographs, shot in loca-

tions around the globe, from Bhutan, Cambodia and 

Bali to Cuba, Greenland and the American West. 

 Chesley’s photographs capture not just the romance of exotic, distant shores, but the waning 

moments of cultures in transition, where life seems to be on hold for just a fraction of time between 

the past and the future. He shows us the secretive world of the Japanese geisha, morning commuters 

on bicycles in Hanoi, and a Communist youth group posing in front of the Kremlin, circa 1987, just 

a few years before the Soviet Union’s demise. We see the streets of Havana, seemingly suspended in 

the 1950s. And a photo essay on Bhutan shows us what this remote Himalayan kingdom looked like 

before it became a stop on the adventure tourism circuit.

 With the advent of the Internet and digital photography, we may forget that it wasn’t too long 
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ago that intrepid photographers like Chesley were our guides to remote, exotic cultures. Photo assign-

ments often lasted for months, and gave photographers like Chesley the opportunity to go beyond 

the obvious and search for images with visual complexity and deeper meaning. “This book bears  

a testament to Paul’s lifetime of making wonderful, sumptuous and often breathtaking images,” says 

Bert Fox, director of photography at the Charlotte Observer and former picture editor at National 

Geographic Magazine.  

 The photographs in the book are juxtaposed with essays by noted journalist Keith Lorenz, who, 

like Chesley, spent much of his career traveling to distant parts of the globe. His words illuminate this 

timeless travelogue, and offer insights into the lands and people that Chesley encountered in his four 

decades behind the camera.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Paul Chesley comes from a family of inventors, artists, and adventurers who encouraged explora-

tion into the unknown. By the time Chesley was in his mid-twenties he realized that he could make a 

larger contribution to life through his photography. For the next four decades, beginning in the early 

70’s, Chesley completed over thirty five projects worldwide with the National Geographic Society. In 

addition, he freelanced for numerous worldwide publications.

 He was honored by the inclusion of his work in the Society’s first major exhibition, “The Art 

of Photography at National Geographic: A 100 Year Retrospective” at the Corcoran Gallery of Art 

in Washington, D.C. Solo exhibitions of his work have appeared in museums in London, Tokyo, New 

York and Honolulu. In December 2012 during National Geographic Society’s 125th anniversary, 

Chesley’s work was included in Christie’s exhibition and auction in New York City.

 His greatest enjoyment is on international projects, capturing the lives of people and cultures.

Keith Lorenz grew up in Manhattan. He attended Harvard where he majored in European history. 

He hitchhiked out West, and to Mexico, Central America and Cuba from the age of seventeen. Two 

years in the U.S. Army in Germany were followed by a year on the Left Bank in Paris. Returning to 

New York he sought a newspaper job but luck provided him with a one way ticket to Thailand.

 After working as a copywriter for Grant Advertising International in Bangkok he slipped into 

journalism during the Vietnam war. He covered events in Indochina and all over Asia for fifteen years, 

working for NBC News, Voice of America, Mutual Broadcasting, and the San Francisco Chronicle. 

He later worked for UN Radio in NYC and finally, in the post-Vietnam period, as the Southeast Asia 

correspondent for the New York Journal of Commerce. 

 In the mid-1980s Keith moved to Honolulu where he worked as a writer at the East-West Center 

on Asia/Pacific issues. A special interest has been Burma; he has long reported on civil war in that 

country. September and October usually find him at his farm in mid-coast Maine.


